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Design Options 

There are three options at the preferred site which is located approximately 400m from the 

existing Bennetts Bluff lookout towards Queenstown: 

(1) Two-way access at existing 4wd track (Option 1 as Appendix 1). 
 

(2) Two-way access 150m South of existing 4wd track entrance. 
 

(3) Construct both accesses with South access to function as one-way entry and existing 
4wd track to function as one-way exit. 

If the slow vehicle bay is to remain at this location, any of these options may be feasible 

provided right turn in and out of the access is banned, as the sight distance issues at the 

northern access do not affect left turn in or left turn out. If the slow vehicle bay is removed and 

right turns are allowed, then the design engineer recommends (2). 

There are six options if each of the three options are considered, with either slow vehicle bay 

remaining or being removed, however the design engineer recommends the following options 

are reviewed further: 

Option 2 – Scenario B (Appendix 2) 

Two-way access 150m South of existing 4wd track entrance with better sight distance – 

slow vehicle lane is removed. 

Option 3 – Scenario C (Appendix 3) 

Construct both accesses with South access to function as one-way entry and existing 4wd 

track to function as one-way exit – slow vehicle lane remains. 

If Option 2 is progressed then it is QLDC’s preference to remove the slow vehicle lane due to 

the potential safety issues. There is potentially an option for a new slow vehicle lane in the 

decreasing direction (Glenorchy to Queenstown), as identified and proposed within the 

Glenorchy Road Corridor Assessment undertaken in 2017 (Appendix 4). 

 





 

 

Appendix 1 

Option 1 
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Appendix 2 

Option 2 - Scenario B: Two-way access 150m South of existing 4wd track entrance with better 

sight distance – slow vehicle bay is removed.  

 

Pros 

▪ No apparent geotechnical risks (when compared to existing Bennetts Bluff pull off area); 

▪ Parking is off road so fewer points of conflict where serious accidents could occur (when 
compared to existing Bennetts Bluff pull off area); and 

▪ Sight distance is better than the alternative as per existing 4WD track which has poor 
sight distance in the Glenorchy direction, (however it does still not meet the desirable 
minimum SISD of 234m as per Austroads or QLDC’s standard of 250m).  Existing 4WD 
track has 60m sight distance in GY direction and 140m in QTN direction.  New proposed 
access south of here has 200m sight distance in GY direction and 150m in QTN 
direction.  While the proposed new access does not meet the sight distance standards 
it is worth considering that it is a) the best location in terms of sight distance for both 
directions for this viewing point option and b) due to mountainous terrain most accesses 
along Glenorchy Queenstown Road and even intersections (i.e. Fernhill Rd and Moke 
Lake Rd) do not meet the sight distance requirements. 

Cons 

▪ The speed environment is higher (when compared to existing Bennetts Bluff pull off 
area) so although accidents are expected to be less frequent they could be more 
severe; and 

▪ Closing of the slow vehicle lane. 
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Appendix 3 

Option 3 - Scenario C: Construct both accesses with South access to function as one-way 

entry and existing 4wd track to function as one-way exit – slow vehicle bay remains.  

 

Pros 

▪ No apparent geotechnical risks (when compared to existing Bennetts Bluff pull off area); 

▪ Parking is off road so fewer points of conflict where serious accidents could occur (when 
compared to existing Bennetts Bluff pull off area); 

▪ Sight distance is better than the alternative as per existing 4WD track which has poor 
sight distance in the Glenorchy direction, (however it is still not likely to meet desirable 
minimum SISD of 234m as per Austroads); and 

▪ Benefits of 1 way in and 1 way out is more parking layout options, better flow and 
potentially easier to gain additional parking spaces, for example angle parking on entry 
and exit roads. 

Cons 

▪ The speed environment is higher (when compared to existing Bennetts Bluff pull off 
area) so although accidents are expected to be less frequent they could be more 
severe; 

▪ Safety issues associated with having an access onto a slow vehicle bay and near the 
diverge taper of a slow vehicle bay remain (mitigated to some extent by banning right 
turns); 

▪ Having two accesses introduces an additional point of conflict for vehicles travelling on 
Glenorchy Queenstown Road; 

▪ Maintenance of safe hit posts will be an ongoing cost; 

▪ Higher construction cost to form two accesses; 

▪ Some road users and in particular tourists may be confused by the layout and try to turn 
right in or out even though this manoeuvre is banned using road markings, signage and 
safe hit posts.  Some road users may also try to drive in the exit or out the entry; and 

▪ If the car park is full, road users may perform dangerous manoeuvres to re-enter the 
car park and continue trying to find a parking space. 
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Appendix 4 

Proposed Slow Vehicle Lane Location  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Site 19: 16.400 to 16.660 Passing Opportunity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Glenorchy Road Corridor Assessment 2017 Extract  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Glenorchy Road Corridor Assessment 2017 Extract  
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